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BUILDING HOMES
CHANGING LIVES
for the past

Dear Friends,

25 years

Imagine a family living in overcrowded conditions, under a leaky roof, in a home with drafty windows and
paper-thin walls, and enduring interruptions in basic utilities. While that family pays an exorbitant amount
of their income for their housing, they cannot find an alternative, nor do they qualify for a conventional
mortgage loan. Their situation feels hopeless and often tenuous, at best.
This scenario may seem extreme, but it could be the story, in whole or in part, of any one of our applicants.
As I settled into my office, I pulled out folder upon folder of news clippings, photos, and testimonials
highlighting the difference that our volunteers and supporters have made in the lives of our partner
families and the wider Hancock County community over our 25-year history. In some ways, having worked
on many Habitat projects in the south and New England, it was like looking through an old family photo
album of familiar events and faces.
I was particularly struck by an image of a smiling family sitting together on a couch; so I decided to get in
touch with them to learn more about their story. Of our ministry’s impact, this long-time homeowner said:

“I am so proud of my home, and I am so proud of the people who helped my family build this home.
I am humbled about everything that has happened for my family because of Habitat—most
especially the opportunities my children have had and the life we've been able to make together in
our home and on our land. I would not even be who I am and have the job that I have right now if
it weren't for Hancock County Habitat....

“

This season, as you sit down with your extended family and friends
to enjoy the holidays and begin to fill another album with memories,
please consider supporting Hancock County Habitat’s work at one of
the giving levels listed. Contributions in any amount are greatly
appreciated!
In Partnership,

, Executive Director HCHFH

SYMBOLIC GIVING LEVELS
$25 - Exterior Lockset
$35 - Roof Shingles (bundle)
$50 - Box of Pneumatic Nails
$100 - Kitchen Sink
$175 - Window
$225 - Exterior Door
$300 - Paint (Low VOC)
$500 - Countertops
$1,000 - Wallboard
$1,500 - Flooring
$2,000 - Siding package
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WINTER 2014 NEWSLETTER & ANNUAL APPEAL

It must have been hard for Hancock County Habitat for Humanity’s founders
to imagine that we would reach this milestone of 25-years when they
incorporated as a local affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International in 1989.
They did so with just over $200 to the organization’s name but with great
faith and a belief that all people deserve a simple, decent place to call home!
In recognition of that vision, we dedicate this newsletter to our founders.
As you read this edition, we invite you, our volunteers, supporters and
partner families, to celebrate the accomplishments of both this year and our
long history.

HCHFH AT A GLANCE
WITH THANKS

X 2.64

TO OUR HOUSE #18 VOLUNTEERS

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world.™
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.

“

~Margaret Mead

Individuals: Chris Adkins, Mark Churchill,
Melissa & Briana Clark, Mike & Liam
Cunningham, Troy Davis, Del Davis, Serena
Doose, Kathleen Eaton, Bob Grant, Amber
Gray, Dorothy Hamory, Andrea Hastings,
Suzy Hesseltine, Scott & Edward Holden,
Alvion Kimball, Amanda Kucharski, Kyle &
Donald Lima, Patricia McGinty, Ruth Miller,
Kristy Palmer, Lloyd Roberts, Sara Stalman,
Rev. Stephens, Nancy Stoner, Pete Teel,
Bobbi-Jo & Madison Thornton, Liz True,
Cara Ward, and Bill Zildjian │ Groups: Bates
Builds & Aesop Groups, Bucksport Garden
Club, Camp Walt Whitman CITs (pictured),
Disciple Build Congregations, Ellsworth
Lioness Club, GSA, Husson Univ. and MDI &
Sumner High │ Volunteer Regulars, to
whom we owe a special debt of gratitude:
Pat Cough, Wayne Ellsworth, Bill Hodges,
Pete Horton, Dan Rhodes, and Ken Wilmot

Since 1989, a total of 74 men, women and children have moved into HCHFH
homes.
The need continues to be great. Maine is consistently rated as having one of
the oldest housing stocks in the nation, currently ranked 5th. Based on
Hancock County’s 2013 median home price, a household would need to earn
$49,201 annually or the equivalent of $23.65/hr. to afford the average home.
(Statistics from the Maine State Housing Authority)

Homeownership positively affects Habitat families: A 2011/2012 survey
conducted by the Center for Applied Research at the University of Southern
Indiana indicates significant increases in areas of homeowners’ self-esteem,
well-being, overall family health & neighborhood pride.
We appreciate your generous support of time and/or monetary donations to
meet the need and affect change! Habitat is a model that works!

18 NEW HOMES (to date)
200 MINIMUM SWEAT EQUITY HOURS (per partner family, per house)
2,000 VOLUNTEER HOURS (average per year on the build site, in the ReStore, on a
committee, or for a special event)

$90,113 INTEREST SAVINGS (average for one family on the zero-interest Habitat
mortgages over the lifetime of the loan vs. a 25-year, conventional loan at today’s rates)

HCHFH BIDS ‘FAREWELL’ TO EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR, JIMMY GOODSON
It began with a week-long trip to Mexico, building homes with low-income families. After several years of introspection, I
started on a 5-1/2 year journey with Hancock County Habitat for Humanity. Over this period, our small affiliate achieved its
goal of building one+ house per year. Along the way, I became friends with many of our partner families—providing
counseling, encouragement and direction. I spent much of my time educating groups and individuals about Habitat’s
life-changing mission and worked with our Board of Directors to open the Restore which provides Habitat both a face in our
community and a sustainable income stream for our affiliate.
In June, I transitioned into the role of Town Manager in my beloved village of Castine, leaving the
direction of Hancock County Habitat in the very capable hands of our amazing and talented local
Board of Directors. The leadership of the mission and ministry I led since December of 2008 has
now passed to a former Board member, Kelley Ellsworth. Kelley has both the Habitat experience
and the heart to lead our small affiliate to do even greater things with deserving families in Hancock
County. Please join her!

...AND WELCOMES KELLEY ELLSWORTH
Kelley Ellsworth joined HCHFH as its new Executive Director at the beginning of August after serving on the affiliate's Board
since the fall of 2011. She initially experienced a Habitat build while in college and in 2001 began working with a large
affiliate in South Carolina (SIHH). There, she served two years through the AmeriCorps program (the domestic version of
the Peace Corps), assisting in the supervision of construction volunteers and participating in building or renovating over 60
homes. After continuing to work on staff for two more years with the affiliate, she moved north and held positions
(Volunteer Coordinator and Resource Development & PR Manager) at HFH/7 Rivers Maine. Following a brief stint living in
Boston, she returned to Maine in late 2009 to purchase a family home and its surrounding acreage. She became reconnected
with Habitat's work after she was recruited during a HCHFH ReStore donation pick-up!

“I feel privileged to be taking over after Jimmy's five+ years of dedicated service.

This is an exciting

time of transition for the affiliate. I look forward to working with each of our volunteers, supporters
and partner families to accomplish our goals — with the hope of expanding our program services

“

and continuing to create a more sustainable future for Hancock County Habitat for Humanity.

This winter will also bring the retirement of long-time ReStore volunteers turned staff members, Bill Salminen, and Manager,
Yvonne Pollien. (Yvonne graciously deferred her planned retirement until Kelley could get her feet under her; ☺ ‘thank
you’!). Our next publication will feature a tribute to each of them for their years of service.
Please stop by the ReStore to visit with Bill and Yvonne ...and to look for ‘good stuff at a good price for a great
cause ’. Sample items may now be viewed online at our Facebook site, with select items also posted on Craigslist.
Consider taking a page from Bill and Yvonne’s book and contact us about
volunteering for a 3-4 hour shift at the store: ReStore.hchh@gmail.com
or (207) 667-3082.

EVENTS IN PHOTOS
For a complete listing of supporters for each event and links to more
photos, please visit our Facebook pages or our Recent Events & Media
page link at www.hancockcountyhabitat.org

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT —
BILL HODGES
I first became aware of Habitat (HFH) about 20
years ago while watching a home improvement
program that featured a spot showing Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter volunteering at a HFH work site.
That show described Habitat’s mission and the
process for a family to obtain decent housing. It
was shortly thereafter that I began supporting HFH
financially, with the desire and goal of someday
helping with a project. Work, relocations and
other life interruptions delayed that goal until
Hancock County HFH’s current project in Sedgwick.
The first day I helped at the Combs project was the
day the foundation was to be capped. The work to
be done seemed incongruent with mid-winter
conditions and hence a
little daunting, but we
accomplished our goal
cautiously! Since then, I
have assisted with work
ranging from framing to
tiling — a skill-set that I
developed by owning a
succession of homes on
a limited budget.

Clockwise from the top:

1) 13th Annual Swing for Habitat Golf Tournament, special thanks
to: the Northeast Harbor Golf Club; the organizing committee—
Andrea Leonard, Lisa Parsons, Debbie Mitchell-Dow, Betty Bryer,
Jeff Wooster, Connie Shea, Duane Bartlett, Sue McKay, Linda
Rowell-Kelley; our Corporate-Level Sponsors—Acadia Fuel, Bar
Harbor Bank & Trust, Camden National Bank and The First;
$8,637.20 (net) raised! — SAVE the DATE: October 3, 2015
2) Italian Fundraising Dinner & Auction—held at Sedgwick Elementary
School
3) Castine-Brooksville CROP Walk—a community-wide event sponsored
by Church World Service and organized locally to help raise funds to end
hunger in the U.S. and around the world

I support HFH and Hancock Co. HFH because good,
affordable housing is needed; and, as I learned
when watching that TV show, Habitat is "a hand
up, not a hand out”. While having supported HFH
financially for many years gave me a positive
feeling, having volunteered on this project has
provided a satisfaction that I do not get from my
vocation. I am glad that I have skills that I can use
to help others and hope that sharing my
experience encourages others, no matter their
skills or background, to support Habitat’s work.

In addition to the generous house sponsorship grants received for our build in Sedgwick (see back), HCHFH is pleased to
announce that it was the recipient of a social justice grant awarded by the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Castine
honoring the memory and philanthropic work of Deborah Pulliam. The $1,900 grant will allow the affiliate to purchase much
needed technology/equipment that will enable us to document, both narratively and graphically, a number of our families’
stories as well as our 25-year history of service. THANK YOU!
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WITH THANKS TO OUR HOUSE #18 SPONSORS AND IN-KIND DONORS
...A home built in partnership with the Combs family. (Expected move-in date: mid-December! )

We regret that we do not have the space to list all donations/discounts. We made every effort to ensure the accuracy of our ‘thank you’ lists; if you find an error, please let us know.

Hancock County Habitat for Humanity is an Equal Opportunity Housing Agency and an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer.

