Fall 2010 Hancock County Happenings
Special points of interest:
 We are pleased to announce
that we have three new members on our Board of Directors:
Judy Morgan, Terry Morley and
Ken Wilmot. We are still actively recruiting two more
members for our Board.
 MDI High School Habitat Class
is scheduled to complete
another set of wall panels this
coming Winter for House #16
and Sumner Memorial High
School is manufacturing
House #15 roof trusses this
Fall! The Construction class at
HCTC will be involved with the
HOUSE #15 construction on
Boggy Brook Road in North
Ellsworth.
 Office hours in Ellsworth:
MO, TU, WE, TH from
9 am to 4:30 pm.
 ReStore hours continue to be
TH, FR & SA from 10am to
4pm.
Come see us!

We don’t (just) want your money!
Jimmy Goodson, Executive Director

I

just finished reading Randy
Pausch’s book The Final Lecture ,
which embodies his talk at Carnegie Mellon University following a terminal cancer diagnosis.
His lecture was viewed by millions of people on YouTube in
2008 and covers a wide range of
topics, but I was impressed by
the fact that he spent time
mourning the decline of community involvement.
The word he uses is communitarianism, the need to balance

individual rights and interests
with that of the community as
a whole. He argues that individual citizens are shaped by
the cultures and values of their
communities. So in essence,
when we’re connected to others,
we become better people.
At Hancock County Habitat, we
always present our mission as
the elimination of poverty housing through partnerships, build-

ing simple, decent houses to
promote family stability and
safety. And at this time of year,
we seem to always ask for financial support to “help build it”.
While we still need your financial support more than ever, we
would also like for you to consider connecting with our partner families by working side-byside with them on their home.
It’s through volunteering that
we experience this community
connectedness, or communitarianism. We tend to feel better
about ourselves as we help our
neighbor and in the process we Butch Swanberg relaxes following
a strong performance at the 9th
become better people !
annual Swing for Habitat Golf
If you are not comfortable Tournament at the historic Northswinging a hammer, talk to us east Harbor Golf Club. Butch has
about working in the ReStore or served Hancock County Habitat
joining our Board or a commit- over the years as a Board member
tee, but however you become and Board President. Deb Swanconnected to our community, berg, his wife, continues to be
t o g e t h e r w e c a n a l l involved with our ministry
“help build it!”
through Faith Community Fellowship’s build this past year.

Sumner Memorial High works to “Help Build It!”

How

can a company in Dallas,
Texas help build a home in Ellsworth, Maine? Well, it’s happening!

Chris Whynott & Gordon Harrington press a
plate into wood.

When Tom Whatley, President of
Eagle Metal Products, heard that
Sumner Memorial High School’s
Technology 4 and Wood 4 classes
wanted to manufacture roof trusses
for Habitat’s HOUSE #15, not only
did he donate all the truss plates, he
loaned us their high-tech hydraulic
press and shipped it to Hancock
County Habitat for Sumner to press
the plates into the wood trusses.
We are grateful for their amazing
generosity!

Happy faculty members (from L to R) John
Wells, Gordon Harrington, Steve Belyea.
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2010 GRANTS
Since our Spring newslet-

HOUSE #14

DEDICATION

Cory, Michelle, Amber, Aaron, Briana & Kayla

ter, Hancock County Habitat for Humanity has been
the recipient of a number
of generous grants. These
include:

$30,000 from the Stephen & Tabitha King
Foundation for sitework
related to HOUSE #15
(Gillespie family) and for
the acquisition of a future
building lot.

$5,000

from Machias
Savings Bank to fund material needed by local high
schools to construct wall
panels and roof trusses.

$2,000 from The Home
Depot Foundation for the
complete vinyl siding package on the Gillespie Home.

$1,500

residual grant
monies from the Maine
Community Foundation
to provide landscape for
the Gillespie Home.

Notable Quote:

"Habitat gives us an opportunity which is very difficult
to find: to reach out and
work side by side with those
who never have had a decent home-but work with
them on a completely equal
basis. It's not a big-shot,
little-shot relationship. It's a
sense of equality."
-former U.S. President Jimmy Carter

The Maine Innkeepers Association- An Amazing Partnership
Hospitality for Habitat attracted a
record number of travelers to
Maine this spring, according to
Greg Dugal, Executive Director of
Maine Innkeepers Association
(MEIA).

The annual Hospitality for Habitat
program offers visitors to Maine a
50% discount on room rates in
May in exchange for a donation
check for $35 made out to Habitat
for Humanity. This program was
the creative genius of Marian
The Seventh Annual Hospitality for
Burns, the innkeeper at the Mira
Habitat is a program designed by
Monte Inn in Bar Harbor!
Maine Innkeepers Association to
raise funds for Maine chapters of
Habitat for Humanity through
greatly discounted spring room
rates.
This year 33 MEIA member properties, with support from their guests,
raised a total of $21,500 for Maine
Habitat for Humanity with $8,000
sent to Habitat for Humanity International for disaster relief in Haiti.
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By Judy Morgan
2010 Board of Directors
Julie Tilden, President
Lamoine
Bill Zildjian, Vice President
Castine
Duane Bartlett , Secretary
Trenton
Judy Morgan, Treasurer
Bar Harbor
Frank Donnelley
Lamoine
Terry Morley
Lamoine
Ken Wilmot
Ellsworth
PART TIME STAFF:
Yvonne C. Pollien,
ReStore Manager
Steuben
Robin Veysey,
Bookkeeper
Lamoine
Mike Jordan,
Construction Manager
Lamoine
Jimmy Goodson,
Executive Director
Castine

Our Family Selection
Committee continues
to interview potential
new families. If you
know of any family that
would like more information, please contact
us.

help
build
it!

stability I desire or the freedom
to create a useful space, so once
again I am a homeowner.

they create a home.

And a true partnership it is. The
partner family provides 200
One of the intangible benefits of hours of “sweat equity”. Habitat
homeownership is the inclinaprovides project management,
tion of owners towards volunteer construction oversight, and an
work. It’s true in my case as I
affordable no-interest mortgage.
rejoin the ranks of Habitat volun- Our community provides the
teer. I can again deny that volun- rest.
teering is an altruistic act on my
Board of Directors Corner
Thank you for being a part of
part. That is because, in addithat community and for the
tion to tangible financial benemany gifts that you bring.
omeownership means somefits, homeownership brings social
thing different to each of us. For benefits for families and commu*Citation: Social Benefits of Homeme, it means decision-making
nities, such as greater civic inownership and Stable Housing.
and creative autonomy---choosing volvement, higher educational
NAR Research Division, August
the color of paint on the walls,
achievement among children,
2010.
creating a kitchen garden, hang- lower crime rates and less deing a clothesline in the yard---and pendency on welfare. * So, my
belonging to a community.
involvement is for my benefit,
too.
Shortly after I bought a home in
Philadelphia in the early ‘90s, I
Since joining the Board of Hanbecame a volunteer for Habitat. cock Habitat for Humanity, I’ve
Volunteering wasn’t an altruistic been so impressed with the genact; I wanted to acquire basic
erosity of our business communicarpentry skills and learn how to ty, which donates materials, time
put a house together. Knowing
and resources. I’ve been equally
the positive impact homeowner- impressed with the commitment
ship has on me, my first priority of our volunteers, in their efforts
upon moving to Maine was to
to build, to feed the builders, to
create another home. Renting
raise funds for building, and to
did not provide me with the
support our partner families as

H

HOUSE #15

Coming Soon!

Save the Date! Our 10th Annual “Swing for Habitat” Golf
Tournament at Northeast Harbor Golf Club is October 1, 2011

On

October 2 of this year,
on a crisp Fall morning, nearly 100 golfers participated in
our only annual fundraiser.
Swing for Habitat is held at
the historic Northeast Harbor
Golf Club. Habitat benefitted
from corporate and hole sponsors this year and the various
donations and raffle items
netted our affiliate over
$6,000. Thanks to everyone
involved in the tournament
and we hope to see you again
next year!
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In 2010, another partner family moved into a Habitat house
in Hancock County.
The Plaisted Family – Cory,
Michelle, Amber, Aaron, Briana
& Kayla .

MDI High Students Continue to Make Contributions to Hancock County
Habitat for Humanity!

Visit our website at
HancockCountyHabitat.org

Members of the Mount Desert Island High Class of 2014 stand in front of the shelving they
built during their Fall 2010 Community Service Day at the Hancock County Habitat ReStore
in Ellsworth.

