We build strength, stability, self-reliance and shelter.

WINTER 2017 NEWSLETTER & ANNUAL APPEAL

MEASURING SUCCESS AT A NONPROFIT WHERE
every hand makes a difference
The impact of owning a home and having affordable payments is
powerful. It's not just about owning a house, it's about having a
home, strengthening a community and building the foundation for
a better life.

Homeownership improves
neighborhoods & strengthens

Homeownership
is good for

HEALTH
Low-income homeowners
report higher satisfaction,
self- esteem and control over
their lives.
Homeownership contributes to
improved physical and
psychological health.
When a household spends less
than 30% of their income on
housing, they can allocate
more than twice as much
toward buying nutritious food,
health care, and insurance than
those families who are
spending 50% or more on
housing.

COMMUNITY

Homeownership
creates a positive
environment for

CHILDREN
Children of homeowners are
25% more likely to graduate
from high school,
116% more likely to
graduate from college,
and will earn 24% higher
income in their
lifetime.

Homeownership
boosts the

ECONOMY
Owning a home is a
significant source of personal
wealth for families in the U.S.
Home equity is the
leading asset
households can
leverage to start businesses,
finance college educations or
invest in other activities.
The construction and sale of
each home built generate
significant impacts on the
economy, including
on job creation,
consumer spending,
and fees & tax revenues.

Statistical Sources: NeighborWorks America, Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies │ Graphic layout ideas & images
shared by: Austin Habitat for Humanity

Joined by the Smith family (middle right)
and members of the community, new PT
Construction Manager, Jim Nichols (top
left), is shown leading us during the first
few days of the Franklin build. Build days
are typically Fridays & Saturdays (weather
& tasks permitting).

Email to sign up as a volunteer*:
Director.HCHH@gmail.com
* Minimum age restrictions do apply.

THANK YOU! We have reached the initial goal of our Solid Ground Campaign, announced in
our last newsletter, and are now beginning to look for property which might be suitable for a
small subdivision—one which would, once developed, create a sense of community and support
among our partner families, allow better access to basic services, amenities, and jobs, reduce the
cost of transportation, and result in an economy of scale for the affiliate.
Our new goal is to raise an additional $50,000 by the end of the 2018
fiscal year to put toward potential lot clearing, initial site work and basic,
shared infrastructure. Please join us once again as we look to the future!

A WORLD WHERE
EVERYONE HAS
ACCESS TO LAND
FOR SHELTER.

On a beautiful autumn day this October, we
gathered in Franklin and took a few moments to
halt our anticipation long enough to ask for
blessings on the work that we were about to
undertake—a home built in partnership with the
Smith family. This wall raising celebration
program marked the official beginning of on-site
volunteer activities on our 19th home.
Every hand does make a measurable difference
on our Habitat projects—whether it’s clasped in
prayer, scrawling a message of encouragement,
clapping in celebration, building a wall, writing a
check, baking a hospitality item to share, signing
on as a Board, committee or staff member, or
adding a signature to a petition.
As a community of supporters, we know that we
are putting our hands to a project which will build
strength, stability, self-reliance, and shelter. Our
wish for each of our partners is a simple one and
is well summed up in this scripture:
“My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in
secure homes, undisturbed places of rest.”- Isaiah 32:18
We thank you for joining us in this great work!
In Partnership,

,

Hancock Co. Habitat Executive Director

ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITY
Please make your voice heard!
The White House budget* for FY 2018 released in May proposes to cut
HUD by $7.7 billion, mostly through the elimination of multiple
community development programs. The elimination of these programs
would be crippling to Habitat’s U.S. housing production efforts. Habitat
International conservatively estimates that their network in the U.S.
receives approximately $200 million dollars from these programs
annually, representing about 15% of the network’s U.S. funding.
Washington’s Continuing Resolution federal funding measure ends
December 9th, so the final budget outcome isn’t immediately clear.
We encourage you to make your voice heard by sending an online letter
(before 12/9) through Habitat’s September 25th post on:
twitter.com/BuildLouder
Locally, the Ellsworth ReStore has been handing out postcard describing
Habitat’s federal funding priorities, allowing supporters to send an
appeal directly to each of their members of Congress. To find contact
information for your Legislators, visit: www.usa.gov/elected-officials

*The current Senate appropriations
bill proposes steady-state funding
(which we advocate for at minimum);
the House appropriations bill has 327
million in cuts; and, the White House
proposed cutting all monies = $7.7
billion in funding lost.

If these walls could talk, they'd tell the story of family meals, recitals and celebrations
after sporting events; ...but they'd also tell the story of each volunteer and each donor
who, through their efforts, helped to make this home possible.
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INDEED REVIEWS RATE HABITAT as #1
“The best nonprofits to work for in 2017”

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Meet our Board of Directors
(L to R) Jason Pirie, Bill Zildjian, Whitney Linscott, Leslie Goodwin,
Mitchell Small, and Kristy Palmer (not pictured)

“These days, more and more companies
are putting an emphasis on the social purpose of what they
do, providing their employees with reasons to feel inspired
by their jobs. ...But there’s also no question that nonprofits
remain the clear leaders when it comes to a dedication to
doing good. After all, these are the organizations which are
immediately on the ground when a crisis strikes — and
which continue to help out, long after the cameras leave.”
Read more at: blog.indeed.com/2017/09/26/best-places-to-worknonprofits/

To the Maine Innkeepers Association member properties & their guests for participating in the
14th Annual Hospitality for Habitat fundraiser. Our thanks to each of the inns, including those in
Hancock Co.: Aysgarth Station B&B (Bar Harbor) • Mira Monte Inn & Suites (Bar Harbor) • Bass Harbor Cottages & Country Inn •
Blue Hill Inn • Pilgrim's Inn (Deer Isle) For a complete list and next year’s event details, visit: www.maineinns.com.

SPECIAL THANKS:

To this year’s golf tournament supporters—Corporate-level Sponsors (shown below), Hole Sponsors, raffle item donors, hole-in-one
and refreshment sponsors, our organizing committee & volunteers, the players, & the NEH Golf Club! SAVE the DATE: 9/29/18

Hancock County Habitat for Humanity is an Equal Opportunity Housing Agency and an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer.

