
 

 

DEMO DAY: Site prep for house #19 
 
 

The future Smith family home will sit on one of 

two side-by-side lupine covered properties in 

Franklin donated by Bar Harbor Bank & Trust. 
 

There were several existing structures on the 

parcels which were removed in stages after 

performing our due-diligence—environmental 

testing, asbestos abatement, etc. Although not 

hooked up to water, the septic on site was also 

visually inspected and given a preliminary 

“satisfactory/good” rating.  This was the final 

hurdle in committing to the build location, but 

it came so late in the build season that we 

were unable to get on the calendar with a 

foundation contractor until next Spring. 
 

Built in the 80s, the block house (dry-stacked, 

no mortar or rebar) had undersized roof 

framing and a failed foundation slab. A 

slideshow posted to our Facebook site in 

June captures the house coming down. 

WINTER 2016 NEWSLETTER & ANNUAL APPEAL 

Recently, I had the opportunity to meet with a community member to 

discuss the tiny house movement as it relates to Habitat’s mission. 2015 

US Census data shows that the construction trend of building ever larger 

and larger new, single-family homes  has not abated.  From 1950 to 2015, 

we’ve seen an increase from 983 sq.ft. homes to ones averaging          

2,689 sq.ft.—even against a 25% decrease in the number of occupants per 

residence.1  
 

Although Sarah Susanka, architect and author of The Not So Big House, 

became one of the most recognized figures in the countermovement in 

the late 90s, Habitat could arguably be considered an early pioneer in the 

small house movement—partnering with members of the community to 

build simple, decent, modest sized homes since 1976.  
 

Small houses are widely accepted to be those less than 1,000 sq.ft., with 

tiny houses defined as less than 400-500 sq.ft. [some built on trailer 

frames].  Habitat’s specific design criteria stipulates that even a                  

4-bedroom home is to be no more than 1,230 sq.ft.  Only a handful of 

Habitat affiliates have built tiny houses due to the challenges surrounding 

local zoning laws, the financing of dwellings which, without a foundation, 

would be considered RVs, market resale value for our partner families 

should they need to relocate in the future, International Residential Code 

requirements (ceiling heights, means of egress, lofts not meeting the 

definition of a bedroom), etc.   However, to make our homes affordable  

to  those earning between 30-60% of the area median income and 

to be good  stewards of the environment and donations received, our 

model has always been to build small homes. ENERGY  STAR® guidelines,  

universal/adaptable  design,  building  a  healthy  home, and  minimizing 

impacts on the environment during the building process all factor into 

Habitat design-builds. 
 

With each new build we are 

committed to continuing to look 

at ways to increase efficiency, 

improve durability, reduce 

maintenance costs, and lower 

monthly utility bills—thereby 

increasing our partner 

families’ long-term financial 

stability and quality of life. 

HABITAT AND THE “SMALL HOUSE MOVEMENT” 
SIMPLE, DECENT, AFFORDABLE AND SMALL BY DESIGN SINCE 1976 

 

Charting the INCREASED average size of new 
U.S. single-family homes and the average 
sq.ft. of living space per occupant: 
 

 1950: 983 sq.ft. (292 sq.ft. per person) 

 1970: 1,500 sq.ft. (478 sq.ft. per person) 

 2000: 2,265 sq.ft. (840 sq.ft. per person) 

 2015: 2,689 sq.ft. a 174% increase 
from  1950 (1,059 sq.ft. per person - 

263% increase from 1950) 
 

1Ctr. for Sustainable Systems, Univ. of Michigan. 2016. 

“Residential Buildings Factsheet.” Pub.No.CSS01-08 

Elevation images by EHL Design, Castine  



A WORLD WHEREA WORLD WHERE  

EVERYONE HASEVERYONE HAS  

ACCESS TO LANDACCESS TO LAND  

FOR SHELTER.FOR SHELTER.  

LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL “SOLID GROUND” CAMPAIGNS—PLEASE JOIN US!  
Photo and text excerpted from materials provided by HFHI.  For more information visit: solidgroundcampaign.org 

 
 

Over 1 billion people worldwide do not have safe, secure and sustainable access to land for shelter — lacking the 

proper documentation to the land on which they live, suffering from gender-biased land-rights systems, impacted by 

natural disasters, and/or living in informal settlements like slums established due to rapid urban growth. 
 

In October in Quito, Ecuador, 193 United Nations member states adopted the New Urban Agenda while attending Habitat III, 

the third UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development.  Habitat for Humanity International’s global 

advocacy campaign, Solid Ground, produced recommendations about improved access to land for shelter which were 

incorporated into the document.  The Agenda provides a 20-year roadmap, putting us on a path to address urbanization and 

make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable for everyone—emphasizing the importance of housing, secure tenure, 

and community-led development.  
 

Twenty-six countries are implementing Solid Ground and the list of those joining the movement continues to grow.  The four 

subthemes of Habitat’s new advocacy campaign are:  

SECURE TENURE • GENDER EQUALITY • DISASTER RESILIENCE • SLUM UPGRADING (improving, NOT eviction)  
 

 

LOCALLY, our affiliate’s Board of Directors is in the process of developing a new strategic plan which will also address the 

underlying need in our community for centralized, buildable land for affordable housing. Traditionally, our affiliate has built 

homes on single parcels often out in more rural areas of our county.  It is our sincere hope that in the coming years we will be 

able to identify and secure larger parcels suitable for small 5-6 home subdivisions—creating a sense of community and 

support among our partner families, allowing better access to basic services, amenities, and jobs, reducing the cost of 

transportation, and resulting in an economy of scale for the affiliate when building shared infrastructure and our capacity to 

serve more families each year. To that end [and in order to finish the fundraising for our 19th home], we have set a goal of 

raising $60,000 by the end of the fiscal year (June 2017).  PLEASE JOIN US in creating Solid Ground—a foundation for our 

affiliate’s future and for those in need in our local community—by making your best gift this holiday season.  Thank you for 

your support!   

Warmest Regards,                                      , Hancock Co. Habitat Executive Director 



 

In 1991, the first Habitat ReStore venture was launched in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  Today, there are almost 1,000 ReStore locations worldwide 
generating funds to support the work of Habitat for Humanity and diverting 
usable furniture, appliances and building materials from local landfills. To 
learn more about our local store (opened in 2009), look for us on Facebook 

or visit our website: hancockcountyhabitat.org/restore 

RAISING FUNDS WHILE HAVING FUN! ☺ 

From the top:  (Photos 1-3) 15th Annual Swing for Habitat 

Golf Tournament netted ~$9,000 • (4 & 5) St. Andrew 

Lutheran summer 3rd Friday dinner raised ~$1,000   

(ea. month a nonprofit is designated) • (6) Southwest Harbor  

Congregational Church’s Vacation Bible School kids 

collected $170+ in their house banks ☺ • (7) MDI High 

School built a shed which generated $500 in proceeds  

• (8) Acadia Council of Realtors’ Annual Fashion Show 

raises $ for various housing-related agencies with a 

match provided by the Maine Association of Realtors. 
Over the years the ACR has raised & donated over $200,000 back to the community! 

3 Golf photos courtesy of Frenchman Bay Photo—Joanne Parkinson  

25th
 

Anniversary 

 

“HERE IN MAINE, and around the world, it 

would be difficult to find an organization that 

is doing more—quite often with less than you 

might imagine—to resolve the severe shortage 

of safe, decent and affordable housing for 

people in need, than Habitat for Humanity.” 
 

So begins a 7 page article by freelance writer, Tim 

King of Scarborough, ME, published in the fall/

winter  issue of  Green & Healthy HOMES Maine 

which will be on newsstands through February of 

2017.  King gives a thorough treatment of Habitat 

for Humanity from its founding to its evolution  

to include: more energy-efficient and cost-         

saving building strategies; the incorporation of 

weatherization programs by several affiliates in 

response to the age of Maine’s housing stock and 

out of a desire to allow people to stay in their 

homes (a direction we hope to take in the 

future); and the ReStore as a unique funding 

source for  the mission, supplementing local 

contributions of monetary and in-kind donations 

of goods and 

services.  A GREAT READ! 
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Hancock County Habitat for Humanity is an Equal Opportunity Housing Agency and an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer. 

218 Downeast Highway (Route 1) 

Post Office Box 343 

Ellsworth, ME 04605 

 

Office: (207) 667-8484 

ReStore: (207) 667-3082 

Email: director.HCHH@gmail.com 

www.HancockCountyHabitat.org 
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SPECIAL THANKS: 

13th Annual Hospitality for Habitat—From late April to late May, participating 
Maine Innkeepers Association (MEIA) member properties offer a designated 
number of their rooms at 1/2 the regular rate, in exchange for a $35 check payable 
to Habitat for Humanity; funds raised are distributed among local Habitat chapters. 
 

Our thanks to all of the participating inns, including those in Hancock Co.:             
Bass Harbor Cottages (Bass Harbor) • Graycote Inn (Bar Harbor) • Oakland 
House Cottages by the Side of the Sea (Brooksville) • Pilgrim's Inn (Deer Isle) 
 

For a complete list of last year's participating inns and to look for an  
announcement regarding next year's fundraiser, visit: www.maineinns.com.   

Reservations each year must be made in advance. 

15th Annual Swing for Habitat Golf Tournament   
 

To MDI and Sumner Memorial High 
Schools for pre-panelizing the walls and 
framing the trusses for our 19th build! 
 

To those who made this year’s golf 
tournament possible—our corporate-
level sponsors (shown at right), 45 hole 
sponsors, hole-in-one sponsor, 45 raffle 
item donors, refreshment sponsors,  our 
organizing committee & day-of volunteers, 
all 76 players, and the NEH Golf Club! 

 

SAVE the DATE: September 30, 2017  
 

We regret that we do not have the space to list all of our supporters.  Please visit our 

Facebook pages or our website’s Recent Events & Media page for a complete listing.  


