
WINTER 2015 NEWSLETTER & ANNUAL APPEAL 

INTRODUCING…THE SMITH FAMILY 

Holly first applied for a home back in the spring 

of 2014 while we were in the midst of our 18th 

build. After submitting all of the necessary 

paperwork, an articulate and heartfelt letter 

outlining her family's need, several letters of 

recommendation, and going through the 

Family Selection review process, Holly and her 

children, Winter and Hunter, were selected as 

our 19th Partner Family this August! 
 

Holly has been a single mother since her children were 19 months and 2 months 

old, respectively. While both children were born in Maine, she felt the need to 

move south (and later out west) to seek the support of extended family as she 

raised Winter and Hunter. Holly is no stranger to hard work and the concept of self-

improvement and might best be described as 'tenacious' as well as 'caring'. While 

the children were both preschoolers, she held down a full time job and finished off 

her degree; but then the recession hit. So, like many, she took her college degree 

and diligently worked wherever she was able in order to simply support her family. 
 

Ultimately the move did not pan out as Holly had hoped, and eventually she was 

convinced to move back to Maine by a close friend. It is here that she's made her 

life for the last 5+-years. Holly initially made her family's place in the local 

community by teaching first grade Catechism at St. Joseph's Church, interning and 

temping before she was hired by a local non-profit. She now works at Dead River 

Company and attends the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth. To give back 

for “the blessings we received”, Holly has volunteered at the local Emmaus Shelter 

and also arranges animal adoption transports. (The family has two cats and looks 

forward to potentially getting a rescue dog once they have their own home!) 
 

Holly Smith met all of the criteria for our local Habitat program, including living in a 

100+ year-old home which she described as “having its share of problems” but of 

which she also said [in her typical appreciative way], “it's a roof over our heads, and 

I will not complain.”  Her wish for a simple, decent, healthy place to call home is one 

borne out of a desire for permanence and stability for Winter and Hunter.   
 

“Everything I have done in the past... has been for my children.  Without them, 

I wouldn't have had the courage to do what I have done.  They have saved me 

and blessed me, and I want to return the favor...." 

 

 

 

OUR NEXT BUILD 
 

Our affiliate is currently evaluating a 

property for suitability as the build 

site for the Smith family's home. We 

will make an announcement about 

the location of the build once due-

diligence is complete. We hope to 

start the house build by the summer 

of next year once initial fundraising 

goals have been met. THANK YOU 

for joining us in these efforts! 

       Above and inset: 
 

Ceremonial ribbon cutting at the 

Combs family’s May house dedication. 

Each family member chose a quilt 

made by a local artist, Cynthia Wixon, 

who contributes these beautiful pieces 

to each build as well as to our ReStore. 
 

The family was joined in the day’s 

celebration by local volunteers and 

supporters including clergy and lay 

people of several area congregations 

as well as by a group of Bates students 

who worked on the project.  
 

Check out more photos from the 

event  on our Facebook page. 



In 1983, after several interactions with former President Jimmy Carter, Habitat Founder Millard Fuller met 

with him at his home in Plains, GA, approaching him 'as a neighbor' to discuss the housing ministry. 

Following the meeting, Fuller took two weeks to draft a letter in which, at the request of President Carter, 

he provided a list of suggested ways to be involved with Habitat -- "things like join our board of directors, 

help us write letters to do fund-raising, come out and build on the building site, and so forth," recalled 

Fuller. The list was 15 items long.  They met again, going 

over the letter which sat between them on the coffee 

table.  "I was hoping he'd agree to do two or three 

things. He went over the list and agreed to do all 15." 1  

 

‘You don’t have to lift a hammer to help’ is the theme of this newsletter—from the dedication quilts 

contributed by a local artist, to providing funds or in -kind materials for our upcoming build, to donating, 

shopping, or volunteering at our Ellsworth ReStore, to the resulting annual tithe shared on unrestricted 

donations and net ReStore sales, to participating in a fundraiser, to joining our Board or a working 

committee...there are many ways to get involved. 
 

As the leaves fall, seasonal businesses here shutter their doors, and homes begin to change out their 

holiday décor, our thoughts turn toward gathering around the table with family and friends to reconnect 

and celebrate the holidays.  Normally this would also be the time of year when we begin framing up our 

next build, but this year we have made a conscious decision to change the timing of our build starts to 

coincide with weather that is easier on the volunteers and materials alike!  This also gives us time to get 

our fundraising efforts well underway for the build.  We love the process and tangible product of a Habitat 

build [wielding a hammer]...but as we approach this season of renewal and anticipate the start of a home 

for the Smith family, we invite you to consider all the ways that you might become involved with our 

ministry.  
 

Blessings to You and Yours this Holiday Season,  

   , HCoHFH Executive Director  
 

 

THE (Mostly) NEW FACES OF THE RESTORE  

When long time volunteers turned staff, Yvonne (ReStore Mgr.) 

and Bill retired from the store and our Friday staffer, Lori, left to 

assist with the family business, we knew we had some big shoes 

to fill. (Read more about their stories on our website.) ...Now, we invite 

you to meet the (mostly) new faces of our ReStore operation.  
 

From left to right: volunteer, Peggy (crafter & former Aubuchon Hardware 

staffer)  and PT staffers, Joanne (photographer, chair caner, & Newfie dog lover),  

Dan (also a former Aubuchon staffer & Habitat enthusiast—traveling to 5+ affiliates to volunteer as far away 

as SD), and Jerry (former ME antique shop owner & old home renovator — 17 of the 1800s vintage) + Kasey, the greeter 

Volunteer, Michael is not pictured here but is featured with his typical broad & welcoming smile on our Facebook site.  

Thanks to a capacity building grant provided by the MCF, Executive Director, Kelley Ellsworth, attended a week-long ‘ReStore 

University’ training in NC this summer after completing an intensive store self-assessment workbook.  Applying what was 

shared in the training, a curriculum was developed and taught this fall, providing ReStore personnel with additional training 

on topics such as sales and merchandising, customer service,  working with volunteers, policy issues, 

and safety.  Our thanks also to local law enforcement who 

lead a portion of the  training. 

1From a May 23, 1998 interview with Habitat founder, 

Millard Fuller as posted on www.achievement.org  



DONATION THANK-YOUS:   

I remember that one of the big buzz phrases growing up 

was ‘think globally, act locally’ . The tithe (annually sending 

10% of unrestricted funds to a sister affiliate overseas) is a way 

that local supporters can impact worldwide housing efforts . 
 

Tithing has been a part of Habitat’s philosophy since the         

beginning. In 1979, founder Millard Fuller visited the small 

village of Ntondo, Zaire, for a house dedication. At that 

celebration, the local Habitat leader took up a collection 

and gave 1/2 to Fuller to start a new affiliate in Guatemala. 

Since that first act of tithing, the idea has become a core 

tenet of our mission.  
 

Often times, Habitat affiliates in tithe recipient countries 

face building an annual budget in a climate where there is 

no culture of philanthropy, where corporate and institu-

tional funders may be lacking, and where every family in 

the community is in need of the basics of shelter and     

access to clean water and sanitation.  Significant funders, 

usually government aid agencies, may support only         

restricted projects and require a match. Overseas affiliates 

fill this funding gap—multiplying our impact.  
 

The past several years, our affiliate has chosen Romania as 

its tithe recipient, a country still suffering from over 24 

years [60s-80s] of dictator Nicolae Ceaușescu’s policies. In     

addition to our 18 Hancock Co. HFH homes, you have also 

helped to build 25.7 homes worldwide through the tithe!  

 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT — 
BILL ZILDJIAN, BOARD PRESIDENT 

 

Like many others, my first exposure to Habitat for 

Humanity came from reading about Jimmy Carter’s 

involvement and wondering what sort of 

organization could attract a former US President as 

a volunteer. The non-profit’s appeal became 

clearer when a town-owned building next door to 

me was donated to Habitat.  After several weeks of 

volunteers swarming around the house, the newly-

renovated duplex was dedicated in a ceremony 

celebrating each supporter’s contribution and 

blessing the place where two families would now 

reside. 
 

I can still see the joy and gratitude on the 

faces of the children who were about to 

move into their first real home. 
 

Years later, I joined a volunteer trip to New Orleans 

to do post-hurricane Katrina construction and 

demo work. I hauled lumber, framed houses, 

learned that I was good at plastering, and made 

the morning runs for delicious New Orleans coffee 

and beignets. One of my fellow volunteers (and 

beignet delivery partner) was Jimmy Goodson, 

former Hancock Co. Habitat executive director. He 

later invited me to join our local 

affiliate's board, and I have 

been serving on it since then as 

another way to contribute to 

the organization's mission. 
 

 

Bill Zildjian grew up in Massachusetts, but he, his 

wife and two daughters have called Maine home 

for over twenty years. Along the way, Bill was a 

member of the Boston Stock Exchange and 

helped start SABIAN, Ltd., a world-class 

manufacturer of musical instruments. No 

stranger to board service, he served on the board 

of directors at SABIAN for 15 years. 

 

 HCoHFH was once again  the recipient of generous contributions from the Castine area  
 

churches’ annual (2014) CROP Walk and of a matching gift from the Acadia Council of Realtors, the local chapter of the MAR. 

 the  TITHE  

2015 (worldwide): $13,380,000 tithed = 2,973 families served 

Photo courtesy of HFH Romania.  Portions of 

the above excerpted from HFHI publications: 

‘FY 2014 State of the ReStore Nation’  

and the ‘Tithe Annual Update FY 2015’.  



Hancock County Habitat for Humanity is an Equal Opportunity Housing Agency and an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer. 

218 Downeast Highway (Route 1) 

Post Office Box 343 

Ellsworth, ME 04605 

 

Office: (207) 667-8484 

ReStore: (207) 667-3082 

Email: director.HCHH@gmail.com 

www.HancockCountyHabitat.org 

 

We regret that we do not have the space to list all of our supporters.  Please visit our Facebook pages or our website’s Recent Events & Media page for a complete listing. 

Our thanks to the Maine Innkeepers Association (MEIA) for putting on their 12th Annual Hospitality 

for Habitat fundraiser. From late April to late May, participating member properties offer a 

designated number of their rooms at half the regular rate, in exchange for a $35 check payable to Habitat for 

Humanity.  Funds raised are distributed among the ten local Habitat chapters. 
 

We appreciate the generosity of all of the inns which participated (and their patrons!), including these 

Hancock Co. establishments: Bass Harbor Cottages and Country Inn (Bass Harbor) • Blue Hill Inn (Blue Hill) • 

Crocker House Country Inn (Hancock) • Graycote Inn (Bar Harbor) • Mira Monte Inn (Bar Harbor) •     

Oakland House Cottages by the Side of the Sea (Brooksville) • Pilgrim's Inn (Deer Isle) 
 

For a complete list of last year's participating inns and to look for an announcement regarding next year's fundraiser, visit: 

www.maineinns.com.  Reservations each year must be made in advance. 

Swing for Habitat 

ANONYMOUS 

Our thanks to those who made this year’s golf tournament possible—our Corporate-level 

Sponsors (shown above), 50+ Hole Sponsors, 30+ raffle item donors, hole-in-one sponsor, 

refreshment sponsors, our organizing committee & volunteers, all 84 players, and the         

NEH Golf Club! Over the years, this annual event has raised over $112,000 for our mission! 

14th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT  
 

SAVE the DATE: Oct. 1, 2016 

THANK-YOUS 


