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                When Habitat Happens… Hope Happens 

 

It took less than eight months to physically build 

the home with Matt & Jessica Alley, but nearly 

everyone in the Town of Hancock had a hand in 

it! And beyond. 

With our Sponsor Organization, Union Congre-

gational Church of Hancock, came two gifted 

and energetic members– Linda King and Phil 

Devenish. Working with Hancock County Habi-

tat, with the support of the Hancock community, 

Hancock Congregational raised over$15,000 

through a delightful series of concerts with the 

Pierre Monteux School musicians and The 

Somerset Consort and delicious wine pairing 

dinners at the Crocker House , hosted by Rich 

Malaby and Devenish Wines. 

And like all Habitat house partnerships, thousands of hours of volunteer labor was 

mobilized, including over 200 hours put in by Matt and Jessica Alley, which is a 

Hancock County Habitat requirement. Volunteers included Roberta Scott, Bob 

Courchesne, David Mack, Phil Devenish, Johanna Bazzola, Orton Preble, Terry 

McCloskey, Betty Lewis, Barry Estey, Mike Cunningham- SW Harbor CG, Everett 

Espling, Clayton Nowell, Frank Dorsey, Linda King, Dennis King, David Wildes, 

Keith Bowie, Clint Ritchie, Steve Cooper, Peter Bryant, Clancy King, Charles Lew-

is, Ben Curtis, Jan Stevenson, Wilt Jones, Marcia Stratton, Lori Jones, Teri Strat-

ton Linscott, Everett Espling, Jill Gatcomb Grant, Gary Grant, Nick Gatcomb, most 

of the Hancock County Habitat Board, Mike Jordan (Construction Coordinator for 

Habitat) , Psi Delta Fraternity  from UMaine Machias, and members of Church of 

Our Father in Hulls Cove:   Don Lodge, Martha Dodge, Tedd Higgins, Wendy 

Copson, and Aedan Higgins. 

And finally, two other major contributors must be acknowledged, Matt Alley’s 

grandfather, Kenny Stratton and the Bates College Habitat Club (pictured below).  

Kenny Stratton, who not only coordinated the land donations through Matt Alley’s 

father, but put in endless hours (343 recorded) cutting firewood from trees felled 

on-site to sell as a separate fundraiser for his grandsons home. And Bates Col-

lege Habitat Club, who spent their 

entire 2012 Spring Break with us 

priming interior trim and installing 

the Alley home's siding and alumi-

num trim, while camping at the work 

site. 

...And Habitat’s mission was again 

fulfilled by building simple, decent 

housing for a deserving family in 

Hancock County. 

 

Complete Donations: 

Pierre Monteux Schools students-music 

Richard Malaby- Crocker House dinners 

Devenish Wines- wine for fundraisers 

Kenny Stratton, III- land donation 

Wayne Alley- woodstove 

Merchants Auto- road regrading 

Merchants Garage- snowplowing all winter 

Hancock Grocery- lots of coffee 

GT Outhouses- site toilet for entire project 

Winkumpaugh Line Construction- overhead 

electrical 

Taylor Electric (Gary Taylor)- complete electrical 

work 

Doug’s Plumbing and Heating (Alfred Rodick)- 

complete plumbing & heating system install 

Dennis J. King Masonry, Inc. - chimney 

Gatcomb Building- drywall install 

Harold McQuinn, Inc.- driveway and sidewalk 

gravel 

Eagle Metal Products- truss plates 

Hancock Grocery (Terry McClosky)- coffee 

Eastern Surveying Co/Ed Pare-property survey 

Partial Donations/discounted / materials and 

services: 

Richard Tracy- sitework and septic system 

Maine Septic- field line system 

American Concrete Inc.- septic tank 

P.L. Jones- well drilling 

Champion Concrete- concrete foundation 

Sargent Materials- concrete 

SKR Distributors- vinyl, window & door package 

Viking Lumber 

EBS Building Supply 

Gilman Electric 

Hilts Landscape 

F. W. Webb Company 

No Frills Oil 

Grants: 

The Home Depot- kitchen 

Machias Savings Bank- component materials 

Professional Services: 

EHL Design, Ted Lameyer, architectural design 

Peter Crane, site engineering 

Ed Pare, Eastern Surveying Co, property survey 

Richard C. Cleary, Attorney 

 

Services:   

MDI High School Habitat Class- walls 

Sumner High Construction Classes- trusses 

National Donations (Habitat for Humanity): 

DOW- rigid Insulation 

Whirlpool- appliances 

Valspar- paint 

Square D- electrical panel and circuit breakers 

Levelor- blinds 

Yale- door hardware 
Leviton- electrical devices 

It took a village to build this house  H O U S E  # 1 6 



The Alley Family story on the front page made me reexamine what our Habitat story really 

is about.  What is it that makes us reach out to a family in need of simple, decent housing?  

The construction of a Habitat home works because of a community that cares! 

Isn’t that what we are all called to do in our own community, Christian or otherwise, to help 

the “least of these”?  Matt and Jessica, along with their children Hailey, Tyler and Owen, 

were “swept up” by their own church and through a lot of hard work by many people, were 

given a “gift” they will never forget. 

Through volunteer labor and donations of money and materials, Habitat builds simple, de-

cent houses alongside our homeowner partner families.   In addition to a down payment and 

monthly mortgage payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours of their own labor into 

building their Habitat house and the houses of others.  Habitat houses are sold to partner families at no profit and 

financed with affordable, zero interest loans.    The homeowners’ monthly mortgage payments are used to facilitate 

more houses. 

Low income families in need of decent shelter apply to our local Habitat affiliate and our family selection committee 

chooses homeowners based on their level of need, their willingness to become partners in our program and their 

ability to repay the loan.  

We are now breaking ground in Lamoine for the Boccia-Young family, who have 

two beautiful daughters, the youngest afflicted with a profound form of autism 

known as Rett Syndrome. It will be the first completely handicap-accessible home 

we have built (see plan excerpt on left). The layout will allow easy mobility for Victo-

ria’s caregivers and this one level home will help Colby avoid carrying his daughter 

up to a second story apartment! 

Researchers at The Jackson Laboratory will build with us, along with our loyal 

group of volunteers.  Out-of-pocket expenses for the home construction have been 

greatly reduced by a generous donation given anonymously by a family foundation 

after their Trustee learned of the plight of our family.  Please consider how an ex-

tended community– neighbors and strangers– came together to support the Alleys, 

and donate your time, energy and money to help us help the Boccia-Young and 

other families in Hancock County. 

“I was a stranger 

and you invited me 

in...Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for 

one of the least of 

these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you 

did for me” 

Jesus 

Earlier this year, the 

Maine Community 

Foundation awarded 

Habitat for Humanity a 

Hancock County Fund 

grant to increase build-

ing capacity and cultivate a volunteer base by recruiting an 

Americorps VISTA to serve as our volunteer development coor-

dinator. The domestic version of the Peace Corps, Americorps 

members serve an 11-month term with local and national non-

profits.  This stipend position will allow our affiliate to recruit 

more volunteers and increase our capacity to meet the housing 

needs in Hancock County. 

     A Gift      A message from Executive Director Jimmy Goodson 

Expanding our Volunteer Base 



Habitat ReStore Moves to New Location 

If you ever ask Jimmy Goodson about the importance of the ReStore you will likely 

hear “the Habitat for Humanity ReStore concept is the greatest thing since sliced 

bread!” All items in the ReStore are donations from individuals and businesses 

(usually contractors) and sold to the general public to raise funds to meet Habitat’s 

mission to build simple, decent housing with low income families. 

After three years across from Cadillac Mountain Sports on High Street, the Hancock 

County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors decided it was time to “spread its 

wings”.  After a very short search, the Habitat ReStore has relocated to 218 

Downeast Highway, just one-half mile past The Home Depot, adjacent to Jordan’s 

Snack Bar.  The ReStore Grand Opening was held on Saturday, September 1  and 

people poured in from the Ellsworth area and beyond. 

“Our High Street location served us very well for our initial three years, but we simply 

outgrew that space”, explains Habitat’s ReStore Manager Yvonne C. Pollien. “We 

have increased our showroom space by over 1,000 square feet to provide more 

‘great stuff for a great price for a great cause.’ And we have 20 more parking 

spaces too”. 

Thanks to Veena Gaines at Acadia Cornerstone Properties for providing our incuba-

tor space for our first 3 years and to Carol Jordan,  our new landlord, for working with 

us on our move to a larger facility. Call us to pick up a donation (667-3082), visit our 

new store and then have fried clams at Jordan’s Snack Bar!   And remember, we are 

open even when Jordan’s is NOT! 

We are always looking for ReStore volunteers so drop by and join the fun! 

On September 15, 2012, Habitat sponsored its 11th Annual Swing for Habitat 

Golf Tournament at Northeast Harbor Golf Club. Almost $6,000 was raised on a 

day where the rain held off until all golfers had returned for lunch. Our thanks to 

the NEH Club, our sponsors and organizers, and each of the participating golfers 

for making this such a successful event. 

SAVE THE DATE-  Our 12th Annual tournament will be held on October 5, 2013 

and we are already searching for Underwriters, Corporate and Hole sponsors. 

Please call us if you can help at 667-8484! 

The Maine Innkeepers Associa-

tion (MEIA)  9th Annual Hospitali-

ty for Habitat program was anoth-

er huge success, raising over 

$18,000. This program is de-

signed to raise funds for the 

Maine affiliates of Habitat for Hu-

manity while encouraging travel in 

Maine during the Spring season. 

The offer is simple. Between April 

23 and May 25, 2012, participat-

ing member properties offered a 

designated number of their rooms 

at half the regular rate, in ex-

change for a $35 check payable 

to Habitat for Humanity.   

Many thanks to all the innkeepers 

that participated! 
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On a brisk Spring morning in April, our first annual Spring Mud Walk took 

place at St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Lamoine, who provided a warm break-
fast following the walk.  This is one of two key events which help Habitat for 
Humanity raise critical funds to keep building homes in Hancock County for 
families in need. 

This year we held our walk on the same day as other Habitat affiliates in 
Maine.  Proceeds benefitted the building of a home with our  

partner family, Matt and Jessica Alley & their three children.   

On April 20, 2013, please consider joining us in taking steps 
towards making a better future for Maine children and their 
families.  As a way to raise community awareness, ask 

friends and family to sponsor your commitment to Habitat by 
making a donation on your behalf.   

  Call 667-8484 to get your registration packages beginning February 1, 2013. 

 

Office Hours: 8:00am-2:30pm  Mon-Fri 
Phone:    (207) 667-8484 

Email:    office.HCHH@gmail.com 

ReStore Hours: 9:30am-4:00pm Wed-Sat 

ReStore Phone: (207) 667-3082 

Board of Directors 

Julie Tilden, President 
Lamoine 
 

Judy Morgan,  Treasurer 
Bar Harbor 
 

Duane Bartlett , Secretary 
Trenton 
 

Ken Wilmot of Ellsworth 
 

Kelley Ellsworth of Orland 
 

Tim Sampson of Castine 
 

Frank Donnelly of Lamoine 

PART TIME STAFF: 
 

Yvonne C. Pollien, ReStore Manager 
Steuben 
 

Robin Veysey,  Bookkeeper 
Lamoine 
 

Mike Jordan, Construction Manager 
Lamoine 
 

Jimmy Goodson, Executive Director 
Castine 

Save 

the 

Date 

Check out our new website at  

www.hancockcountyhabitat.org 


